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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet, 

vo run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 

f onty wear it in a land of Hectors, 

‘Lhieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors. Pore. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 





From the Black Diearf in London, to the Yellow . 
Bonze at Japan. 


we eee 


TO RMENTING WHIMSIES OF THE NEW MARRIAGE ACT. 


The whimsical fellows who govern this nation 
are so delighted with difficulties, that they seek by every 
means in their power lo multiply them. A debt. ofsgight 
hundred millions,a taxation of fifty millions,a poors’ rate of 
7 or 8 millions, a tythe tax of eight millions, with agri- 
culture on the brink of ruin, and a trade existing alone 
on the distress of the agriculturists—all these matters 
are nothing to them. he taxes are paid, and they 
are in such high spirits, notwithstanding the death of 
Lord Castlereagh, that they have leisure enough to tor- 
mentthe people in a thousand ways besides. Last Ses- 
sion, they took it into their heads that the marriage 
taws were not so good as they might be made. Some 
difiicuil questions had been raised about the claims to 
property, in cases where a slight deviation from pre- 
scribed forins, or where no precise form existed, encou- 
vazed venai relations to employ legal quibblers:—and 
this was enough to set the Aereditary wisdom of the 
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nation at work, to cor mpile anew code of matrimonial 
law. After a great deal of “misplaced labour, they have 


devised one which may remedy soine of the mischief's of 


= o'd system ; but lke the fungi linker, who stop- 
od one hole on raade three, they have enacied a mass 
uf such unintelligible absurdity, that all society is up in 
wos about what if was évtended to mean: for positive 
mneanine the new code ts allogether destitute of. Lovers, 
of all otber persons, are thos e who are the most impatient 
of idle lorms, and unmeaning ceremonies:—and, for my 
vart, | admire the policy of those states, which leave it 
x mere civil ceremony, only req ering the agreement of 
the parties, and a simple register before a ‘civil magis- 
trate. Religion may share ards add what ceremonies 
if may think proper :—but the state should have nothing 
to do with them. It would seem here, that a design 
exisied to put a sten to marriage. The thing has 
been hinted at before. ir. Malthus thinks the 
poor have no right to marry. Mr. Scarlett thinks 
they ought to give security for the maintenance of all 
the htilc beings they may help to phi! into the world. 
And Nir. Brougham thinks it is as bad to produce 
coildren withoul being able to maintain them,as to enter 
a shop, and order goods without the means of payment!!! 
This is no mere tavern wit, but grave senatorial recom- 
mendation ; and Mr. Scarlett actually produced part ofa 
system, Which when completed, was to confine the pro- 
creafive faculttes of the poor within certain limits to be 
by law established. Py some fortunate chance for the 
noor country lads and lasses, Mr. Malthus has not yet 
had the satisfaction of ccoing | his system acted upon :— 
and Mr, Searlett’s proposed moditication of it fell to the 
ground’, either from the dread ef encountering the ven- 
veance of the women, or from some apprehension that 
the bumpkins would not be easily perst uaded to give the 
requisite se porriic acainst offending the law. But I can- 
not help thinking that “ NEW marriage act is intended 
to operate a litle indirectly in that way :—for it plants 
‘so many brarables in the road to the altar, that it will 
require much more nerve than the votaries of the tender 
passion have to spare on such occasions. Formerly, the 
chief business was to get the matter over as speedily and 
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a8 snugly as possible. Theclerk was fee’d to mutter over 
the names when the bans were published. If the mar- 
riage was by licence, the bridegroom elect used to steal 
into the proctor’s office, as a sly dram drinker into the 
side-door of a tavern:—and if he were obliged to make 
any enquiries after the right place, he did it with all the 
tmbarrassment of a lady detected in granting a kiss toa 
lover’s importunities. Every time the subject was whis- 
pered, there were as many blushes as would have car- 
natiuned a thousand roses; for even the wildest votaries 
of Venus naturally tremble when they present them- 
selves in the porch of the temple of Hymen. Those, 
however, who would now enter that temple must away 
with all such silly notions of bashfulness. They must be 
as brazen as the votaries of Plutus. There is no hope 
now, of keeping tie publication of the bans from the ears 
of curious neighbours. It is in vain to fee the clerk for 
whispering, or stammering, or speaking as unintelligibly 
asacity watchman calls the hours after twelve. All power 
of concealment is taken out of the clerks’ hands; and 
ihe parish bellman might as well be employed to cry the 
news at the Town Cross :—since they are required to be 
stuck upcn the Church door for three succeeding Sun- 
days, for the edification of all who have either eyes to 
see, or ears to hear! What delicate and retiring iady, 
whom the mere mention of proclaiming the bans in the 
old way, would almost throw into hysterics, can bear 
this? Fora whole fortaight to be followed about the 
etreets, with the observations of every idle boy, and cu- 
rious girl! ‘Then there are, | know not how many affi- 
cavits to be sworn, adapted to as many circumstances as 
the hereJilary legislaters could anticipate; but not em- 
bracing one quarter of those various combinations which 
a dense population exhibits:—and the poor creatures of 
both sexes, who are eager to get married, are running 
about enquiring of all the wise men, and wise women, 
they can meet with, what they are to do, and what they 
are to swear, in order to effect their purposes! Happy 
were the fortunate couples who reached tie altar the day 
before this tormenting Act became in force. But not all 
who reached the Church-door could gain admittance. 
As might have been anticipated, a general rush took 
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place, in order to obtain the benefit of the old simple 
law :—-end so full of business were the priests, that many 
were ‘bs iyred to return without having the matrimonial 
i-tters rivelted on !—and they are now doomed to thread 
the thorny brake which the new act presents to their 
troubled souls. Now the churches are desolate, _ ile 

allar is deserted :—for they must be fortunate who find 
their way there in the roar | “as by law established.” I 
consider it as an act of treason to the female interests ; 
and Pam almost surprized that the ladies do not rise in 
mass against :f. fen are n: iluraily s so inconstant, that 


the ladies ought to bave no impediments thrown in their 


way, when they find a lover in the mind. The new act 
treats Uiem as the buisicrous bampkin = ated the poor 
ingler, by beating the waters just as the e patient fisher- 
wen had improved a nibble into a bite. There should 
be no time for recollection allowed—nor, indeed, any 
interference with the pretty anglers, while hooking their 
fish. Ht was qtite bad enough to be obliged to play 
through the oid forms; and mi ny a fine hite has been 
Jost in the delay ;—but now the hook must be fixed as 
tirmly as the tories are seated in office, er there can be 
litle hope of holding the fish until the noose is fastened. 
Every woman ought to resent this invasion of her rights. 
Man-catchivg is their natural employment, and any at- 
ee to impede their avocation is a vile usurpation on 
the part of the lords of the creation, who are intended 


to be caug: it, and have no business to evade their destiny 
by aay unfair means. 





For the oaths required by the new acts, I should care . 


but hitle, if they could but be readily ascertained, and 
were promptly administered. When people have made 
up their minds to venture upon matrimony, they are 
not likely to pause at any thing required of them, in the 
swearing wav; but, really, those who require them to 
swear, onght to have theforms of the affidavits ready, and 
the parties ready to adiminister them. But this is not 
the case. Nobody can tell them what they are required 
to swear:—-nor whether the Magistrate, or the Priest, 
18 compellabl e to administer the oaths}—and the poor 
things are handied from the police office to the 
church, and from the church to the police office, every 
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body tillering attheir distresses, and nobody abie to help 
them out of their difficulties! Ithasbecomeasdifiicult to 
get married as to get unmarried ; and unless the ladies exert 
themselves, the species may be annihilated. Indeed, I 
should have thought the principal object of the bill was 
to prevent, as far as possidle, the increase of population ; 
but I remember that Lord Liverpool supported it: and, 


as the ery of “ too many mouths” has goue out oi 


fashion, asd that of “ foo much food’ is substituted in 
iis place, it should follow that propagation should be 
encouraged, and not checked by any of these Impolitic 
restrictions. Heaven seeins iniclined to laugh at his 
Lordship by encreasing the existing plague ‘of abun- 
dance of procision:—and, as his Lordship is himself 

about to meet the evil as well as he can individually, by 
marrying, and thus endeavouring to encrease the number 
of mouths in order to get throuzh the abundance, | 
should not have expected he w ould have been a party to 
any resirictions lhat might fetter population, and here 
arises a perplesing question. Does his Lordship wish 
to discourage marriage, in the idea that population will 
encrease faster without it! One eau searcely ask so re- 
iivious aman as liis Lordship such a question, but since 
the act has passed, what has been the real objects of 
its Aiesainsage 2 Was it done out of mere wantonness 
of power, to plag rue the people? What motive could 
have existed jor ilsenactment. ft will not prevent céan- 
deséine ov wnproper marriages, while Gretna Gieen 
compacts ri smain tay = ft will only encrease the 
number of pei ies relative to the age, situa’ LUN, (XxC. 
of the parties; fer ten oni would | be as readily taken 


as oue, by parties who are determined to in- 


dulge their passions. As a law, it is not founded 


upon any general principle, for it is declared that it is 
not to extend to marriages in Scotlaud, or in Ireland ; 
and, besides, it eontaius a clause, that any marriage In 
Lengland which shall not be celebrated accerding ta its 
provisions, shall nevertheiess be degafl and ine lissolubde' 
it certainly required Aeregitary and duséencteve wesdom 
to devise such a clause as this! tu prescribe certain forms 
of marriase, and then to proclaim that whether they 
were complied with, or mot, the legal result should be 
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the same! There is also a clause exempting Jews and 
(Quakers from its operation! This exemption should 
teach a lesson to all other sectaries. By resolutely re- 
fusing to adopt the marriage ceremony of the Church 
of England, the Quakers obtetit. eda le; gal acknowledg- 
ment of their ri; ght to marry according to their own 
mode. Other seelaries are now petitioning the legisla- 
ture for the same right ; but they should remember that 
the Quakers did « at obtain a recognilion of their rights 
in this respect, by petitioning. They might have peti- 
tioned till now, and they would have been disregarded, 
if they had done nothing else. But they refused io sub- 
mit lo the ceremony to “which they objected; they pre- 
ferred the reproach of living ina state of concubinage, 
or cohabitation without formal marriage ; and though 
they were neither numerous por powerful, though they 
were known to be of peaceable demeanour, and reli- 
siously averse even lo taking up arms in their own de- 
lence, their patient resoludion conquered, and their 
marriages are recognized as legal. This fact may give 
the pe ople instruction in other matter rs, as well as thal 
of marriage, Whatever they resolutely insist upon, 
their rulers must grant. This is both a moral and a 
physical truth. All real power rests with the people, 
When they choose to exert themselves ; and where they 
submit to any plague, or to any imposition, ii ts they 
whokire to blame, and they alone. It is as natural bss 
rulers Lo wish to indul; we their whims, as it was for the 
man in the fable to wish to ride the wild horse ; but it is 
not fur OTIfER MEN to play the foolish part of the horse, 
and agree lo be saddled, bridled, and ridden over the 
plains, asa drudge, where he had reved in native free- 
dom. All the absurdity of the English marriage laws 
results from that war upon common sense Which is main- 
tained by hereditary privileges, and the mischievous law 
of premogendture; that monster of feudal birth which the 
reason of the age has yet to destroy. An enquiry is aa 
going on, by one who is quile competent to the task, 
is healt! i should permit bim to counplete his vedi 
fion, as to the period when the hereditary lcaven was 
poured into the old Saxon con: titution, which appears 
to have been acompicte and pure democ racy ; and this 
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enquiry may help to illustrate the nature of the second 
usurpation of the Ho use of Lords, in the seizure, on tite 
part of some of its meinbders, on the rig rht of nominating: 
members of the Lower House; and if it shovid event tually 
aypear that their ancestors usurp: “i the privileges of the 
Peoragey as they have fraudulently deprived the people 
of the ‘only security for public righis, the enquiry may 
be carried a litéle further, with great propriety. 

From a survey of the acis of legislators of most repens 
one would almost be led to imagine that they wer 
odained to plague and former? the human race, by every 
possible means of open outrage, and indirect veration. 
The laws, generally speaking, are the pinfolds of the 
liberties of the people. It would be a curious and useful 
matter to compile what a maa iay nof do, without 


especial dicence, from his masters! The catalogue of 


restrictions would be of singular extent; and -probably 
the subjects of them would be amazed at the multifarious 
fetters in which they are bound. Instead of facihtating 
the intercourse ef society, the laws are so many bvarriers 
avainst free communic ation; and the purpose of the 
legislators seems to have been to ascertain how many 
galli ine ligatures the nations would bear. The most 
ordinary and indifferent, as wellas the mest important 
aflairs must be regulated by éa:c:—and ia this country 
the law awards the same penalty to the person who cuts 
down a green twir, asto bim who murders a fellow 
creature. That such legislators, and the ad:inistrators 
of such ieee shoull blunder on minor subjects is not 
very surprising :—but that nations should cousent to be 
plagued with such legislators ts astonishing. A sing lar 
instance of the ife/ of be gestation I is disp Mayed i ini the new 
marriage laws. They were sufficien ity ridiculous be- 
fore; as-all laws musi “be, which are the result of the 
hereditary wisdoin of an hereditary Grisiocracy, anx- 
ious lo maintain distinelions with which nature wars still 
more powerfully than commen sense. Wherever /ere- 
ditury vaak, avd hereditary privileges are to be pres 
served, by Mod diary power, absurdity must ensue: 

for wherever he pec vuliar interests of the privilesed ilies 
deviate from the general interests, the laiter will beaban- 
doned for the former. ‘Thus the marriage laws of England 
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have been enacted with a view of preventing the inter- 
marriage of the rich with the poor; and are principally 
intended to continue the union of rank and wealth. This 
hope, however, in an enlightened age is chimerical. 

While land was the only basis and source of wealth, the 
monopolizers of the land became po-sessed of an over- 
whelming influence :—yet even then, the idea of render- 
ing it eternally vested in the possession of peculiar fami- 
lies was found to be ridiculous. Nature laughs at the 
entail upon “ heirs for ever.” She denies the heir, and 
the entail is at an end. Still hereditary rank struggles 

against the principles that must destroy its influence , 

and endeavours as vainly as the giants warred against 
heaven, to bind the eternal laws of nature, in inky 
‘*¢ chains, and rotten parchment bonds.” The altempt is 
worthy of its authors ; and the resuli will be worthy of 
both. A few more years, and this country will see all 
ile remains of feudal barbarity abolished. A few more 
years, and all the injurious przvileges of peculiar classes 
will be merged in a systera that shall consult the com- 
mon good. A few more years, and the leading gravi- 
ties of the present age, will be consigned to furnish 
laughter at the th eatres, anit io aid the whi msies of agile 
harlequin and the slippered pantaloon. The world is 
outgrowing tts childhood. It has been an untoward and 
‘a thoughtless urchin ; its infancy has been long, and its 
faculties sufficiently dull; but the light of reason has 
begun to dawn upon its clouded intellect, and there is 
hope that it will rapidly improve ‘Too long has it been 
the sport and dupe of its pretended instructors. The 
neglect it has experienced, and the indignities it has 
sullered, may have the good eflecis of te: ching it to de- 
pend in future upon its exertions ; and app! lication to its 
own interests ; aud, as offen happens, in the case of 
lately ripening genius, theday may be the more brilliant, 
because the morning rose in mists. That we may both 
live to see the unitca orbs of reason and freedom shining. 
in merediaa splendour, is the fervent hiope ef 


fhy Friend and well-wisher, 
THE BLACK DWAR® 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
-——-()--— 
From the Black Dwarf in London to Walter Fawkes, 
Esq. — 
ON HIS APPEAL TO THE COUNTY OF YORK, ON THE 
SUBJECT OT REFORM. 

SIR, 

The step which you have so opportunely taken, 
to move the great county of York upon the subject of 
Parliamentary Reform, has received an important recom- 
mendation from the condemnation of Mr. Canning. I 
was not disposed to attach much consequence to the final 
result of this step until this weathercock politician saw 
something in it which required his censure. When the 
jade winces, we perceive she is galled:—and when Mr. 
Canning sees any thing to fear, the country may have 
something to hope. The two cannot have the same inter- 
ests; and rwhen this greedy statesman sees his emoluments 
threatened, we may be sure that the measures at which 
he startles are worth the public attention. 

Among the measures which the county of York is 
about to ‘take, it would be advisable that a full reply 
should be given to the nonsense which Mr. Canning 
delivered at his Liverpool Dinner, where it gave him so 
much pain to utter the word farewell! That his 
remarks on Parliamentary Reform were nonsensical, is 
no reason why they should be passed over! ‘The non- 
sense of most men is harmless; but this is not the case 
with the nonscnse of Mr. Canning. [le is not the 
dupe of a weak head, himself. fle sees clearly enough 
the real state of the question: and his object is to pre- 
vent others from seeing. Tor this purpose he dazzles his 
dupes with the tinsel of his eloquence, and dishes up 
any absurdity for the occasion that may be likely to 
suit the purpose of one who dares nol speak the 
truth, and must endeavour to make falsehood pass cur- 
rent in its stead. That he knew the badness of his own 
cause is evident from the two objections to Reform 
which be advanced,as connected with your present exer- 
lions. The tirst was that this was not the prope r lime 
to agidate the question—the second, that Yorkshire was 
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not the place where the movement should originate, b 
cause it recently had its represeatatives doubled in num- 
ber! Now, a sensible man could not have made such ob- 
jections, without having some sénistey motive to prompt 
them. The first has been advanced and answered, and 
avain advanced, and again refuted, a thousand and a 
thousand times. It is the very inanily of childhood 
to listen to it; and the very essence of impudence to 
advance it. No éene can be unfitted for amendment, 
as far as the public interests are concerned :—and no 
time ean ever be fitted for it, if those are to be consulted 
whose interests might be endangered by it. In the 
midst of the war, the people were told to wait uutil the 
contest was over, and then they could reform ail abuses 
at their leisure. Now Mr. Canning tells us every thiag 
is so still ana quiet, so comfortable and happy, that it 
would be a thousand pities to disturb the repose of the 
nation, by agitating the question of reform. Opposed 
to it at all times, he j is always the more hostile at any 
period when it may chance to be mentioned. He has 
an instinctive horror of the word. It sounds on his ear 
* the summons to his last account falls on the ear of a 
earful sinner. Hecannot endure the thought of the “ new 
si caedaliilie ves” towhichitinizhtlead. And toexpect 
that Mr. Canning \ will ever admit the proper time for 
reform had arrived, would be quite as siily as to suppose 
that aculprit, who was leit to chuse his own time for ex- 
ecution, would be in a hurry to eall for the executioner. 
You argue, that at the present period, when plenty y keeps 
the passions of the multilude in a fair equilibrium, and 
peace supplies leisure for such investigations, is the best 
of all adapted to the consideration of the subject. For 
my part, U prefer the times of difficulty and danger, that 
MAKi MEN THINK. ‘Then the reason is exerted to its 
full strength; and if a liti!s more pass'on accompanies it 
than the philosopher could Wish, it compensates for the 
evil by the requisite energy wie wait inspires. The reason 
of the case is, that me m1 should act the more visely, in 
such m ratlers, when they have leisure to apply, and are 
not pressed by other eoncerns. U nfortunately, however, 
the natural reluctance of mankind to move when they 
ean avoid it—the easy nature of the multitude which 
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asks only for bread—tend to postpone the business of 
refurm, until the periods when it can be postpened no 
longer, and when excited passion becomes the general 
arbiter of all. It is wise to attempt to rouse this indo- 
lence, and induce reason to perform her natural task : 
and though | fear you may fail in conqgering that indo- 
lence whic) is the best outwork of despotism, let me 
enlreat you to proceed :— 

** Perchance your voice, more lucky than the rest, 

** May rouse the soul, and free the realm from bondage.” 

The world has materially changed in ils aspect. The 
mental desert has been in part prepared for cultivation, 
The mask is torn from the deformed visage of borough 
despotism. The fetters are seen as well as felt ; and the 
inclination to throw them off must be entertained. Mr. 
Canning fecls and fears this; and hence he deprecates 
your appeal, lest it should be successfully answered :— 
and with his accustomed audacity, he proclaims while the 
vessel is sinking, that the weather is too fine to think of 
stopping the leak! The natural shrewdness of the men. 
of Yorkshire will induce them to smile at this;—but Mr. 
Canning calculates upon their xaturad indolence, with 
reference to polilical exertion ;—and he is contented that 
they should laugh, either with him, or at him, provided 
only they will be gudet, and not disturb the ministerial 
slumberers on their official beds of roses :—and on this 
ground we fear he calculates with too much reason. Be 
it yours, Sir, to disappoint him, and to convince him that 
he net only has a superior in public opinion, but one that 
will call him to a strict accoun!, and compel him to obey 
the public voice. 

[ am not apprehensive that his second point will find 
many dupes in the county of York. The addition of two 
members to the representation of the county, when it 
shall have been actually made, and if all four were fairly 
and freely elected by the freeholders, would give no ad- 
ditional value to the representation of the county. While 
the standing army of ministerial voters carry all before 
them, there is no representation of the people in the 
lower house. The members, who are freely elected 
by any considerable portion of the people, have no 
Power over the proceedings of the house. They are but 
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so many cyphers on a division; and until att the people 
are freely ‘and fuily represented, the minority must ever 
remain powerless as to the dveisions ;—and it is a mock- 
ery of the peapre to be told that they elect their repre= 
sentatives, when the representatives whom they elect are 
always overruled and dictated to, by usurpers of seats 
whom. they do noi elect. A great majority of all those 

who can be said, by any latitude of language, to. be 
electe i by the people are constantly in tie minority on 
all questions of vital importance to the state. Such astate 
of representation, we repeat, is an idle anu mischievous 
mockery. How is Yorkshire represented, at present? 
in point of fact, the county is nof represented at al?. 
Lord Milton renerally votes as the freeholders would 
have him; and Mr. Stuart Wortley as generally votes 
acainst the inclinations of the frecholders. The enormous 
expence of contesting an election leaves Mr. Stuart 
Wortley in the possession of a seat to misrepresent the 
couaty; while Lord Milton represents it to no earthly 
purpose, since ae has no means of giving any weight to 
the opinions of his constiluents. The pr: posed addition 
of two other members will leave the county iu the same 
state. A rich Whig, and a rich Tory, will be added to 
the Honourable fiatne, under the sham title of repre- 
sentatives of the county of York ; ; and thus will be added, 
most probably, a cypher to each side of the House, 
leaving the majority untouched, and the minority only 
reinforced in name. This is seen by the county ; and the 
boon, as itis insultingly called, is universally scorned. 

Whether it were offered to-the West Riding, or the 
whole county, excites no interest whatever. They had 
quite as soon that it was offered again to Grampound; 
for it can have no advantageous operation upon the state 
of the representation. 

There was a period when such beons would have de- 
luded the people; and Mr. Canning should have lived in 
them to enjoy the hope that the system of delusion would 
last his: time:—but they have followed the dark ages of 
religion to the tomb of the Capulets; and Mr. Canning 
trembles lest the day of national retribution should be 
nearer than he imagines. This is the time for an exer~ 
tion to produce the i axe of retribution, The people-have 
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heen complaining long enough ; and while they do no- 
thing more than complain, they wil! find no relief. 
Their complaint should rise into manly remonstrance 
against all abuses, and a firm declaration that they WILL 
HAVE all that their native rights confer upon them as 
freemen. Let Yorkshire take the lead in this line of 
conduct. Let it declare in the most pointed language 
that “ all taxation without representation is TYRANNY ~” 
Lord Chatham has set them the example, and furnished 


them even with the very words :—‘‘ My position,” said 
he, * is this—I repeat it—I will maintain it to my last 
“* hour—taxatien and representation are INSEPARABLE. 
‘¢ This position is founded on the laws of nature. It is 
“* more—it is itself an eternal law of nature :—for, what- 
‘* ever is a man’s own, is absolutely his own:—no man 
*“‘ hath a right to take it from him without his consent, 
‘* either expressed by himself, or by his representative. 
‘* Whoever attempts to do it, altempts an injury. 
*“ Whoever does it, comnits a robbery! He throvs 
‘down, aud destroys the distinction between liberty and 
** slavery. Taxation and representation are coeval with, 
“and essential to, this constitution.” This was the 
language of Hampden, when he refused to submit to 
arbitrary taxation, and threw down the guantlet to the 
tyrant Charles. This was the language which the 
Americans wrote with their blood on the tablet of their 
independence. ‘This is the only language that freemen 
should employ ; and this language they should defend to 
their latest breath. Let the county of York, sinee it has 
been called forth under your auspices, do something 
worthy of itself, and the cause which brings it forward. 
Give us a manly DECLARATION of RIGHTS. It will 
appal our oppressors infinitely more than the most pa- 
thetic catalogue of our grievances! The latter they are 
as well acquainted with as ourselves. The former will 
be something new to them, and may attract their atten- 
tion. The public is in a fit temper to receive such a 
declaration. It needs only a stimulus to exertion. Be 
it your honour to furnish that stimulus; and when Mr. 
Canning shall take his place at the council-board; let 
him find there the determined protest of the people 
against the system which he has undertaken to defend 
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against ali right and reason. Let him find that the 
whole people are in array against that system:—and he 
will speedily regret that he did not invoke the waves to 
waft bim to an Indian asylum. Since you have stepped 
lent, let it be for an adequate object. Give us some 
example important enough to follow — something 
which shall rally and cheer the soldiers of liberty.— 
Give them a banner that they can follow without 
hesitation; and a watch-word that all may repeat 
with heart and soul. York has been called an important 
county. We know not why; for we remember no poli- 
tical exertion that deserves to be,classed as important.— 
it is ayiant in size, but it has been less than a Dwarf in 
its labours. Let it now redeem itself, Let it vindicate 
its claim to be considered the first county of the empire. 
The race ior freedom is to be run, and it is first called 
to the course. It may do much. The times are favora- 
ble. Whatever face the new Cabinet may wear, the 
heart is gone! It has none left like its departed mover ; 
and he destroyed himself, because he perceived that the 
extinction of the liberties of the nation was not in his 
power. What he could not a, shall Mr. Can- 
ning be permitted to achieve ? All the feelings of manly 
nature are roused at the bare question ; and ‘they indig~ 
nantly aaswer, NO! Be the county of York the first 
to give this answer formally. Let it furnish us with a 
document which m ay be read with rapture by future 
ages. livery motive that can incite men to political in- 
terference, exists to call forth their energies at present ; 
and if they are not now moved to exertion, they muy 
have the shapes of men, and ‘‘ in the catalogue may 
pass for men,” but men ‘they are not. Nature will dis- 
own, and reedom scoff at them, if they shrink from their 
duty at sucha crisis. But we will hope better of them; and 
trust they will throw down the gauntlet to abuses and 
corruptions, iia manner that becomes men, who wouid 
bear aught in reason, but nothing in oppression; who 
would lay down their lives for their country, but not a 
doit to reward its spoilers, whether foreign or domestic. 
—It would require some strong reason to justify a for- 
bearance towards the system until this period ; but to 
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aolerate it longer would be madness, for it is effecting a 
more fatal revolution than that it we is pretended it would 

prevent; a revolution which is silently stealing away all 
property, all liberty, and all security. Be the glory of 
having commenced an effectual opposition, yours ; be 
the honor of furnishing an antidote to the poison of car- 
vuption, yours; be the merit of having sounded the first 
charge, yours; be the advantage of success, YOURS ; 
and may you, by a firm and vigorous performance of the 
first of duties, endear your memory to your country, to 
periods whe 0 the history of this age shall have become as 
obscure as legendary fiction. 


THE BLUACK DWARE. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
Some remarks on the progress of the Northern Union, are 
necessarily delayed; but we cannot avoid mserting the fol- 


lowing letter from Newcastle to the Manchester Observer on the 


‘subject: — 


“ Gateshead, Sept. 5, 1822. 
“ Dear Sir, 3 
“ T received wt! pleasure yours of the Oth ult., on 
the Sd. ust. I submitte i its contents to the consideration of 
the General Committee, composed of class-leaders, from North 


and South Shields, Winlaton, Swalwell, Stella, Gateshead, &c. 


&e., who expressed unanimously their opinion of the neces- 
sity of union, and their determination to open a correspond- 
ence with vou. They leave it to you to determine the time 
and mode of that correspondence. As the Press in our 
neighbourhood is corrupt, they have also determived to com- 
mence the publication of a Monthly Magazine, to be entitled 
the * Radical Reform Magazine,’ which they believe, will 
enable them to give a more decided tone to the expression 
of their sentiments, and to disseminate more widely the prin- 
ciples of Reform, Without union, we are aware, nothing of 
mmpolaiuce can be effected. We see that it is by bribery. and 
corruption; by exciting the hopes of some, and the fears of 
others; by a corrupt Press ; by a profiigate, base, or supple 
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Clergy; by a large standing army, that the few are able to oy 
press the millious; and the Pe eople of England have been |: bel- 
led, plundered, and murdered! By these means our oppressors 
have overthrown the sacred institutions of the country, per- 
verted justice and its source, and changed the very nature 
of Englishmen. On which account we particularly recom- 
mend union of the people. United, our demands for jus- 
tice on the guilty would be conveyed in a voice of thunder 
to the ears of our oppressors, Injustice would be banished 
from the land by the expression of the public will. ‘Those 
reptiles that craw] about the purlieu of the court, and prey 
upon the vitals of the nation, would be swept away ; and pro- 
sperity, happiness, uational virtue, and independence, would 
be fostered and perpetuated. ‘To you, Radicals of Manches- 

ter, and its populous neighbourhood, who have had to grappte 
with corruption in her strong holds, our best thanks are due. 
You have set us an example which we are anxious to imitate. By 
your perseverance’ in well doing, and patient endurance of 
wrongs, you have convinced our oppressors that they have no- 
thing to gain by cruelly and hh -taiaesge of the laws; nor to 
hope for ‘from a weet: attachment to misrule. Let us 
unite and persevere in the hallowed cause of reform; the cause 
of virtue, truth, and — and we shall soon hehold the 
day of retribution arrive; when the iron scepire of despotism 
shall be wrested from the feeble hands of a sordid oligarchy, 
when the murderers of Manchester shall be made to drink 
deeply of the cup of affliction which they prepared for, and 
pressed to the lips of others. When the destiny of this brave, 
venerous, aud enlightened nation, shall be committed to 
coffer and more trusty hands; wail when Englishmen shall 
become as ‘ free as the air which they breathe?” In the 
Lope that our union may hasten the arrival of that happy 
day, T remain, Sir, your and the good old cause’s sincere 
friend and well wisher, 


“ W. WEATHERHEAD.” 
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1HE BLACKNEB, No. CXII. 
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“ My Masters of misrule ! 1 have a crow to pluck with you.” 
Ocp Pray. 


666. The Court sycophants pretend, tlat the dignity of 
the Crown (the voracity of their extravagance they should 
say) requires a great expence to support it, and particularly a 
numerous attendance at Court. But the truth is, the greatness 
of a Prince is never estimated according to the splendour of 
his Court, unless it be by women and children. All mankind 
agree to pronounce him a great Priuce Who makes his enemies 
fear him, and his allies and subjects love him: and this is done 
by a procedure directly opposite to an unbounded expence 
laid ont upon a set of idle hangers-on. But [ shall have 
occasion to treat of regal parade hereafter. In the mean time, 
on the exorbitant number of placemen, let us observe in what 
light the Court list exhibits that abuse. There we find places piled 
on places, to the height of the tower of Babel. There we find 
a master of the household, treasurer of the household, comp- 
troller of the heusehold, cofferer of the household, deputy 
cofferer of the household, clerks of the household, clerks, 
comptrollers of the household, clerks comptrollers deputy clerks 
of the household, office keepers, chamber keepers, necessary 
house keepers, purveyors of bread, purveyors of wine, pur- 
veyors of fish, purveyors of butter and eggs, purveyors of 
confectionary, deliverers of greens, coffee-women, spicery- 
men, spicery men’s assistant clerks, ewry men, ewry men’s as- 
sistant clerks, kitchen clerks, comptrollers kitchen clerk, comp. 
troller’s first clerks, kitchen clerk comptrollers, junior 
clerks, yeomen of the mouth, under yeomen of the 
mouth, grooms, groom’s children, pastry yeomen, harbin- 
gers, harbinger’s yeomen, keepers of ice houses, cart takers, 
cart taker’s grooms, bell ringers, cock and cryer, table deckers, 
water engine turners, cistern cleaners, keeper of fire buckets, 
and a thousand or two of the same kind, which if I were to 
set down, I know not who would take the trouble of reading 
them over. Will any man say, and keep his countenance, 
that one in one hundred of these hangers-on is of any real use ? 
Cannot our good King have a poached egg for his supper un- 
Jess he keeps a purveyor of eggs, and his clerk, and his clerks 
deputy clerks, atan expense of 5001. a year, while the nation 
is sinking in a bottomless ocean of debt? Again, who are they, 
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the yeonien of the mouth, and who ere the under yeomen of 
the mouth? What is their business? What is it to 3 yeoman @ 
King’s mouth? What is the necessity of a coflerer, where there 
isa treasurer? And where there is a cofferer, what occasion is 
there for a deputy cofierer? Why a necessary house keeper? Can- 
not a King have a water closet, and keep the key of it in his own 
pocket? And my little cock and cryer, what can be his post? 
Does hecome under the King’s chamber window to call the hour, 
mimicking the crowing of the cock? This might be of use 
before clocks and watches, especially repeaters, were 
nvented; but seems as superfluous now, as the deliverer of 
greens, the coffee women, spicery men’s assistant clerks, the 
kitchen comptrollers first clerks and junior clerks, the groom’s 
children, the harbinger’s yeomen, &c. Does the maintaining 
such a multitude of idlers suit the present state of our finances ? 
When will frugality be necessary, if not now? Queen Anne 
gave 100,0001. a year to the public service, We pay debts on 
the civil list of (00,0001. in one article, without asking how 
there comes to be a deficiency! The pretence that a King 
ought to have a number of attendants about him, to keep up 
his state and strike the people with an awe of government, wants 
no answer. Was ever the parade of government kept up ate 
higher expense than in our times? Was ever government 
more despised by the subjects than ours is now? Compare our 
times with those of Queen Elizabeth, who refused supplies 
when offered her, saying, the money was as well in the people’s 


pockets as in her s, tll she came to want it.—James Burgh. 
Political Disquisitions, 1774. 





667, Thereis one instance particularly, in which the prero- 
gative bears hard upen the Church. ‘The parsons, you must 
know, to prove themselves a well born people, go for their 
parentage seventeen hundred years backwards, and father 
themselves upon the Apostles. Now, not being able to prove 
this, cither by record or resemblance, they have given occasion 
to some profane folks to alledge, that the priests must needs be 
bastards, because their parents utterly disown them, and they 
arevkept by the parish. But they, on the other hand, scorn- 
ing to part with their apostolic birth, have forged out a vast 
chain, long enough to hold ten millions of foxes, and this they 
call the chain of succession, one end of which is tied to the 
Apostles and the other to themselves ; and it reaches from Je- 
rusalem, to Lambeth, taking Rome in its way. This is an Im. 
portant, atid even miraculous chain ; for though it frequently 
has bees broken, and there are gaps in it seventy years lorg, 
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yet it has never been once interrupted to, this day. It 1s like 
Milton’s bridge, built by Sin and Death over the Chaos, won- 
derful and invisible. It is pity this cable rope of succession 
should lie thus incog, when in the opinion of High Church, the 
whole hierarchy hangs by it; it is therefore no wonder they 
maintain it with mock-apostolic wrath and obstinacy. But even 
here now, iu the momentous point of succession, the prerogative 
breaks in upon the cassock ; and the King, who is but a layman, 
creates Bishops ; and by this act of his, does as it were, beget 
sons and heirs to the Apostles! This is a sad encroachment 
upon the privileges of the parsons, who have doubtless a divine 
right to—breed each other! I know they pretend they still 
chuse their Bishops, and on that occasion mock God with 
prayers as if they really did. Thus an apothecary’s boy, or 
an old woman, by order of the doctor, administers a elyster ; 
and if a cure ensues, the boy or the old woman was the physi- 


cian!—Thomas Gordon. An Apology for the Danger of the 
Church. 1719. 


neers 


668. In all things Reason should prevail: it is quite another 
thing to be stiff than steady in an opinion; this may be reason- 
able, but that is ever wilful. Insuch cases, it always happens 
that the clearer the argument, the greater the obstinacy, where 
the design is not to be convinced. ‘This is to value humor more 
than truth, and to prefer a° sullen pride to a reasonable sub- 
mission. It is the glory of a man to vail to truth, as it is the 
mark of a good nature to be easily entreated, Beasts act b 
sense ; man should act by reason, else he is a greater beastthan 
ever God made ; and the proverb is verified, ‘ The corruption 
of the best things is the worst and most offensive.’ A reasonable 
opinion must ever be in danger, where reason is not judge. 
Though there is a regard due to education, and the tradition 
of our fathers, truth will ever deserve as well as claim the pre- 
ference. If like Theophilus and Timothy we have deen 
brought up in the knowledge of the best things, it is our advan- 
tage: but neither they nor we lose by trying their truth,—for 
do we learn their, as well as its, intrinsic worth. Truth never 
lost ground by enquiry, because she is most of all, reasonable ; 
nor can that need another authority, which is self-evident. If 
my own reason be on the side of a principle, with what can [ 
dispute or withstand it? And if men would once consider one 
another reasonably, they would either reconcile their differ- 
ences, Or more amicably maintain them. Let that therefore be 
the standard which has most to say for itself, though of that 
let every man be judge for himself. Reason, like the sun, is 
commen te all; and it ts for want of examining all by the same 
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light and measure, that we are not all of the same mind,—for 
all have it to that end, though all do not use it so.—Some 


Fruits of Solitude (7th Edit.) 1718. 


669. A KNAVE 1s like a tooth-drawer, that maintains his 
own teeth in constant eating, by pulling out those of other men. 
He is an ill moral philosopher, of villainous principles, and as 
bad practices. His tenets are to hold what he can ; get, right or 
wrong. His tongue and his keart are always at variance, and 
fall out, like rogues, in the street, to pick somebody's pocket, 
They never agree, but, like Herod and Pilate, to do mischief. 
His conscience never stands in his light, when the Devil holds a 
candie to him; for he has stretched it so thin, that it is transpa- 
rent. He is an engineer of treachery, fraud, and perfidious- 
ness, and knows how to manage matters of great weight, with 
very little force, by the advantage of his trepanning screws. 
He is very skilfal i in all the mechanics of cheat, the mathema- 
tical magic of imposture, and will outdu the expectation of the 
most credulous, to their own admiration and undoing. He is 
an excellent founder, and will melt down a leaden fool, and 
cast him into what form he pleases. He is like a pike in a 
pond, that lives by rapine, znd willsometimes venture on one 
of his own kind, and devour a knave as big as himself:—he 
will swallow a fool a great deal bigger than himself; and if he 
can but get his head within his jaws, will carry the rest of him 
hanging out of his mouth, until, by degrees, he has digested 
him all. He has an hundred tricks to slip his neck out of the 
pillory, without leaving his ears behind: as for the gallows, 
hie never ventures to shew his tricks upon the high rope, for 
fear of breaking his neck. He seldom commits any villainy, 
except in a legal way, and makes the law bear him out in that 
for which it hangs others. He always robs under the vizard of 
law, and picks pockets with tricks in equity. By his means, 
the law makes more knaves than it hangs; and, like the kans of 
Court, protects offenders against itself. He gets within the law 
and disarms it. His hardest labour is to wriggle himself into 
trust, which if he can but compass, his business is done; for 
fraud and treachery follows as easily, as a thread does a needle. 
He grows rich by the ruin of his neighbours, like grass in the 
streets in a great sickness, He shelters himself under the covert 

of the law, like a thief in a hemp-plot, and makes that secure 


him which was intended for his destruction.—-Samuel Butler. 
Characters, 1667. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARE. 


Seiten”) ine eneenll 


From the Black Dwarf in London, to the Yellow 
Bonze at Japan. 





NEEDLESS APOLOGIES FOR THE SUICIDE OF LORD 
CASTLEREAGH. 


‘¢Come, Sir, Vil shew you clearly how he died.” 
‘* Pray spare your trouble—we are satisfied.” 


Respected Yellow Friend, 

The minions of the departed Minister 
of State are taking an immensity of pains to make a 
suitable apology fer the abrupt mode in which he thought 
proper to terminate his existence. This is quite unne- 
eessary:—for never did any act of his life require Jdess 
apolagy with the public than the dast. The multitude 
care nothing fer the cause:—whether madness, pride, 
mortification, or the dread of retribution urged the fatal 
blow, is alike indifferent to them. They only wanted 
him removed; all beyond that was matter of indifference ; 
and though his resignation would have ‘answered the 
public purposes equally well, yet his death forms no 
cause for the public regret. The lovers of the open and 
fair administration of equitable laws, can feel no sorrow 
that the patron of perjured spies, and sanguinary inform- 
ers is no more. ‘Those who were the objects of bis per- 
secutions would not follow him te his grave with tears: 
-—and even the ordinary parasites of the table of cor- 
“ruption where he’ was ac¢ustomed to preside, care no- 
thing for the removal of ‘their late host, while the table 
remains, and the banquet is divided as usual amongst 
ihem. ‘There needs, then, no apology for his departure. 
ife was tired of the world; and, to say the least of him, 
the world was equally tired of him. He chose to re- 
move an incumbrance ; and the world is satisfied. His 
Friends should be silent upon the matter ;—and not call 
‘orth feelings of contempt and hatreds\that would sleep 
Von, LX. No, 12. 
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if they were periitted :—but which are cerlain to be 
awakened by such preposterous articles as the following 
© Reflections on the death of the Marquis of London- 
takers y, by Mr. J. B.R., from the Joi wnat Universed 
‘de Sciences Medical, for Aug. 1822.” 

“ The death of distinguished men is almost aways 
attributed to extraordinary and secret causes. An at- 
lentive observation, however, discovers that the majo- 
rity of them fall vielims to maladies engendered by their 
Aubstuad eecupations. The se of the ) Marquis of Lon- 
donserry is another proof of this trath, 

‘At the moment when this Minister was about to 
depart for Vienna, he manifested symptoms of mental 
alienation, Dr. Bankhead gave orders thathis pistols, 
razors, and all cuiting instruments, should be removed. 
On the following day, this physician is summoned to 
the Minister’s apartment; he finds him standing, wrap- 
ped in adressing gown, and the next moment sees him, 
afler pronouncing a few words, fall dead en the floor. 
With a small pocket knife, which Aad eseaped the 
searcning of his domestic, the minister had divided the 
carotid artery | 

‘€ ‘The causes of so sudden an alienation, which closed 
with such a catastrophe, are nzturaliy to be found in the 
prodigious «zfedéectual Jabours which the Marquis of 
Londonderry wunceasingly pursued during twenty-seven 
years, and specially i in the continual activity in which he 
passed his late years. 

‘“No one is ignorant of the powerful influence. which 
mental labour exercises on the brain and izs membranes. 
Literary men, musical composers, and mathematicians 
themselves, after prolonged and intense slady, all expe 
rience symptoms of a determination of blood to thebead. 
If they apply themselves with too much ardour, if they 
consecrate all their time to their pursuits, their nervous 
system becomes daily more irritable ; and then succeed 
those hy pochondrical and nervous affections, which det'y 
professional skill. The cultivation of literature dev eloped 
in J. J. Rousseau, that moral revulseen which urged him 
to suicide. The unfortunate Poet Gilbert met a similar 
fate. 


Can we feel surprised at observing analogous results 
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produced in statesmen overwhelmed with public affairs, 
unceasingly occupied in calculating the chances of their 
combinations, in devising means to accomplish their views, 
in studying, in scrutinizing the qualities and passions of 
their rivals and agents? So rapid a succession of im- 
pressions, varied to infinity, and the necessity of instant 
decision in a multitude of cases, or of sometimes main- 
taining silence in order toavoid replying to caplious ques-— 
tions, are, all of them, circumstances calculated to keep 
the system in a continual state of irritation. 

“ Constant attendance in parliament, where all the in- 
tellectual faculties are kept on the stretch in attack or 
defence, cannot fail te aggravate the influence of the 
jabours of the cabinet. The struggle made by England 
avainst the colossus who enslaved EKurope, and the late 
trial of the Queen, demanded from the Marquis of Lon- 
donderry, efforts to which very few men have been 
equal. 

‘‘ Apoplexy is, it is true, oftener than insanity, the 
result of ‘excessive intellectual labour. But if to the 
above causes be added the eminently tonic and substan- 
tial diet of tae English in general, and in particular of 
2 man constantly subject to nightly toil, it is not sur- 
prising that, in the Marquis of Londonderry, there should 
have been an excited action of the brain, rather than a 
debility, occasioned by an effusionof bloed or serum upon 
that viscera. The Parliamentary sittings in England are 
ofien prolonged beyond midnight; now it is known, that 
intellectual exertion is infinitely more injurious by night 
than during the day, and that it often causes maliguant 
fevers, attended with delirium. Not only, in fact, does 
the brain not receive the necessary repose, but farther, 
the organs of the head are kept in a state of tension 
Which ends in an inflammation of its membranes. 

“ Tt must here be remarked, that the invaluable exa- 
minations made by M. Lallemand, of affections of the 
brain and its membranes, tend to confirm the opinion of 
the ancients, wio fixed, in preference, the seat of deli- 
rium in these latter; probably they will demonstrate, 
what could only he suspected or obscurely discerned, at 
a period when pathological anatomy was scarcely in its 
‘nfancy. The same causes produce in some persons in- 
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flammation of the brain, or an effusion of blood in that 
viscera, in apoplexy; in others, inflammation of the 
membranes, and such was probably the affection which 
drove the Marquis of Londonderry to the violent act by 
which he terminated his existence. 

“¢ If but few Statesmen thus fall victims to mental de- 
lusion, it is because few amongst them pursue their 
labours with so much ardour during so long a period of 
time, and under such trying circumstances. It i is, more- 
over, known, that a propensity lo swicide is extremely 
common in England, particularly since the l6th cen- 
tury ; it is not, therefore, astonishing that a man, endued 
up to the moment of his — w “ith a most profound 
judgment, should have cut the thread of his existence, 
when his reason became deranged by the abuse which 
he made of it, if the expression may be allowed. Every 
past of the body , too intensely exercised, becomes weak, 
and is thereby rendered susceptible of ailment: the brain 
cannot be exempt from this law, common to all the hu- 
man organs. Within the last few years, two Members 
of the English Parliament have committed suicide :— 
Whitbread, leader of the Opposition, who was in the 
enjoyment of an immense fortune, and Sir Samuel Ro- 
milly, who was considered in HE noland a very learned 
man, and one of her most revered “Magistrates. 

“France herself has furnished examples of suicide 
from alienation, the consequence of violent intellectual 
efforts. In the month of June, 1783, a celebrated trial 
excited the interest of the whole town of Bordeaux; it 
was that of the divoree of Monsieur and Madame * * *. 
This suit was defended on each side by two young coun- 
sel of splendid talents. ‘That of the lady first addressed 
the Court in a style of glowing eloquence. Inflamed by 
the success of this redoubtable adversary, the counsel of 
the husband resolved to surpass him, and pleaded with 
such extraordinary eclat, that the palm of eloquence was 
decided in his favour. But he scarcely reached home, 
when he betrayed symptoms of mental alienation, and 
the next morning he was found weltering in his blood ; 
he had severed the carotid artery witha ‘penknife. 

** It may here be remarked that MM. Esquirol and 
Falret, have aot insisted mush upon suicide by persons 
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labouring under an alienation of mind, and who have 
become so in consequence of immoderate intellectual la- 
bour. It were to be wished that these skilful observers 
would apply themselves to this indirect cause of suicide. 
Is it not to this cause that we must trace that of the au- 
thor of the Poem De natura rerum? Did not excessive 
study contribute to confirm the insanity of Tasso ?— 
Whatever influence may be imputed to occasional causes 
of alienation which are manife-ted by men of literary 
genius, or Statesmen, it cannot be denied that the nature 
of their habitual occupations eminently predisposes thera 
to this malady, and its consequences, whatever they may 
be. As soon as the reason is disturbed, the slightest 
subject of contrariety becomes a powerful motive for re- 
nouncing life, or rather, we are urged to get rid of it by 
various delusions which appear to us insupportable. It 
often happens, that suicide is known, without any one 
having knowledge of the alienation which occasioned it ; 
and it is precisely on such occasions that the public in- 
dulge in creating circumstances which may have pro- 
duced it.” | 
The basis of this essay is sheer, unvarnished falsehood, 
and palpable contradiction. it is gravely asserted in the 
commencement, that Dr. Bankhead “ gave orders that 
* his pistols, razors, and all cutting instruments should 
‘“* be removed.” Dr. Bankhead, in his evidence, states 
no such “ orders” on his part ; nor was there any rea- 
son for supposing any apprehension was entertained of 
his pulling an end’ to his own life. The ‘* searching ” 
of his domestics, is also another unfounded assumption ; 
and the fact of suffering him to walk about without at- 
lendants, and to possess money with which he might 
buy “ cutting instruments,” are sufficient proofs that no 
care was taken to prevent him from possessing any. But 
the writer of this essay is not content with being con- 
victed upon circumstantial evidence of falsehood ; for he | 
supplies a direct proof of the fact, by declaring after- 
wards, that his Lordship was “‘ endued up to the mo- 
** ment of his death, with a most profound yudgment!” 
And this too, after a laboured essay to prove that his 
intellects had dong been deranged by his habitual avo- 
cations, Such a reasoner as this, ought certainly to haya 
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the palm of stupidity assigned him! If he were at ali 
worth attending to, how dreadfully alarmed should. we 
feel for all those who are engaged in “‘ intense study,” 0 
called upun for a “ constant ‘attendance in Parliament ! 
Heaven defend us! Why, my revered friend, there 
would be no security for the life of any Minister. His 
snecessor, who is already endowed with all the qualifica- 
tions of the late Porcign Secretary, may afflict the na- 
tion in the same way. All his late colleagues may make 
similar exits. There is the Lord Chancellor, wh» has 
been much longer in office. The “ prodigious intellectual 
“ labours ” have been * unceasingly pursued ” for more 
than forty years! Gracious Heaven! Upon this thesis, 
he may have been as mad as a March-hare this tw enty 
years! and he, too, may be yet tempted to lay violent 
hands upon himself. Lord Liv erpoo! has been plodding 
nearly as long, and [ almost tremble for him. Sidmouth 
has resigned his office, but who knows whether the sala- 
ry Which he retains, may not drive bim to search for the 
carotid artery! ‘The whole ministerial phalanx is in 
danger of thus escaping the drudgery of office, and the 
taunts of the minority, if Me. Hume and a few others 
who can sleep all day themselves, should be so cruel, ia 
the ensuing Session, as to prolong their siltings “beyond 
" midnight.” ] see now the cause of all the ministerial 
hatred of opposition. Jt has a tendency to drive them 
mad, and to make themselves rid the world of its plagues. 
No wonder that tne majority should have endeavoured 
to taunt Mr. Hume into a duel. Their lives are at 
stake ; and though sport to him, his labours might be 
distraction and death to them. It was better to sacri- 
fice one than all:—and if Mr. Wume persists in not fight- 
ing, and continues to prolong the debates, who knows 
but he may be indicted at common lave for an indirect 
attempt to annihilate the whole administration ? 

The papers, f perceive, announce that his Majesty has 
made a spleidid donation, and become an annual sub- 
scriber, to the Ce urliste lunalicasylum. This, I dare say, 
arises out rl the late melancholy circums tanec es; and 
from a provident care on the part of the King to provide 
an asylum ia wee for such other of his ministers as may 
have madvess to apnrchend, from the excessive fatigues 











ooo 


. THE BLACK DWARP. 423 


of their official duties. It is unfortunate his Majesty did 
not think of this before ; for had he ordered Lord @as- 
Ulereagh into a strait waistcoat when he perceived his 
sénses were aflected, instead of leaving a madman to set 
off to join the Geliberations of the Congress whichis about 
lo put the world into leading-strings, the valua ble life 
of the “ ¢nestimable nobleman” of Dr. Slop migh t have 
been saved—nor need he have vacated his high office— 
being equally well qualified for its anportané duties, 

whether sane, or insane. Bridie, the late per rfectionist 
of Hehester Gaol might have been his keeper :—and a 
few blisiers on the Ahead, in addition to the strait waist- 
coat, micht have set all right arail, and the cabinet still 
have enjoyed the benefit of the profound policy of the 

* Fundamental statesman !” 

In the caveruess to prove that Castlereagh was mad, 
my old fric md Peter Finne ‘rly, has been erected into a 
prophet :—a conversation of "his j is brought forward, in 
whieh he is said to have declared, that his lordsnip was 
constitutionally insane, and that one day or other, he 
would cut hes throat. If Peter bad lived to see the 
fulfilmeni of his prophecy, he would doubtless have been 
extolled as a furtune teller of the first Class ; and his 
chambers would have been crowded with enquiries whe 
ther it was likely th ey would have escaped from life 
througi the aperture of the carstid artery. Morally 
speaking, the late niinistes was uadoubtedly mad enough! 
None but a madman, anda desperate madman too, would 
have run through his career! None but a madman 
would have broken the soleran cngagement to promote 
the cause of reform, to which be owed his first political 
elevation. None but a madman would have turued apos- 
tate to the interests of his country, and persecuted 
his countrymen with all the fury of a renegade, or a 
buccanneer! None but a madman would have betrayed 
the land of his birth to another country, for a few paltry 
court feather. None but a madman would have detend- 
ed the system of espinage and corraption which prevails. 
None but a m: whasie would have persecuted a Queen to 
deata, to gratify the causeless hatred of a—-——! These 
were all acts of maduess. His whele life was the life 
4 a political maniac !—but there was ne other madness 
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attached to his character, than the conviction of being 
the guilty patron of a corrupt system. He knew quite 
as Well as bis pl:ysician what he was about. He de- 
stroyed himself in a fit of anger and despair that he 
could not destroy the press. The publication of Mr. 
Barry O’Meara’s voice from St. Helena, in which the 
infernal treatment, and final destruction of Napoleon is 
detailed, is supposed to have been one of the immediate 
causes of his suicide. Napoleon charged him with hav- 
ing participated largely in the sequestred dowry of 
Maria Louisa: and had declared that the purchases of 
lard in the North of Ireland, were paid for out of his 
share of the spoil. The publication of the evident deter- 
mination to harrass Napoleon to death, with the particulars 
of the mode in which that determination was carried into full 
elect, by the ferocious turnkey, Sir Hud:oa Lowe, is sup~ 
posed to have inflicted a mortal wound upon the temper of 
Lord Castlereagh. These matters were enough to drive 
any man. mad with mortification. Thrice in the week 


) receeding his suicide, we aretold his solicitor called upon. 


Simpkin and Marshall, the publishers of the work, te. 
demand that the author should be given up for prase- 
cution. The author was ready to confront him, and 
had already retained counsel. But the Minister was 
not ready to meet the author! The odds were fearfully 
against him. It was the word of Napoleon against that 
of Castlereagh: and there could be no hesitation to be- 
lieve the former against the latter. Nothing but bare- 
faced power could avail the minister, and he was not 
mighty enough 
** By barefaced power to sweep him from the earth, 
** And bid his will avouch it.” 

He had not sufficiently consolidated his despotism. A, 
London Jury stood between him and his victim :—and 
he did not like Londen Juries. Le had tried several 
specimens of them, and they had failed him. In his 
rage at being Incapable to destroy others, he destroyed 
himself. This is the only satisfactory solution of the 
enigma of his death. He was as capable of business, at 
the moment preceding his suicide, as al'any period of 
his life. The mode he took to effect his purpose, and 
the effectual completion of tt, prove this  satisfac- 
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torily enough. Though a man of business, he was 

not a studious man. His literary acquirements were 

trifling ; and his political talents were equally slight. He 

had an intimate knowledge of all the machinery of the 

corrupt system which he administered. This was all his 
knowledge, but in this he was perfect :—and the system 
certainly Joses something by his absence. Yet, to the 
nation, which would be glad if the system would search 
for the carotid artery, it is quile superfluous to offer any 
upology for his departure. He was much more welcome 

to yo, than to stay:—-and many of his friends might fol- 
low his example, without any public lamentation. There 
would be no grieving for them. Every body would 
admit they had a perfect right to dispose of themselves 
as they think fit. No reasons would be required of them. 
The “ lower orders,” of course would never think of dis- 
puling the right of their superiors to take what road to 
the next world they might prefer. The only anxiety, 
my friend, is that they should go! The mode of their 
journeying is of no moment to any body Lut themselves! 
—and their judgment, as to what is most fitting for 
them, there is noone todispute. They must know their 
own merits best; and as they are seated above any 
ordinary laws, one cannot by any possibility deny that 
they best know the fate they merzé. Public justice could 
not, at present, have conducted Lord Castlereagh to the 
scaffold ;—but his swécéde has recorded that, in his own 
opinion, he deserved tv die! And having passed sentence 
upon himself, he proceeded to execute judgment, and 
dispatched himself with more sang frotd than an execu~ 
tioner would have performed the duties of his office. It 
is here impossible to avoid remarking upon the foolish 
policy, that induces society to consider death as the most 
dreadful of all penalties. It has no terrors for an 

but the timid, who have never dared to look it 
steadfastly in the face! <A soldier is hired for a mere 
subsistence to brave it every day:—and yet a hardened 
malefactor is expected to fear it/ Preposterous! The 
late Lord Castlereagh has rushed into the cold embrace 
of death, as a refuge from himself,—and yet he has been 
accustomed to award it to minor victims, as the last and 
most dreadful penalty that society can inflict—as the 
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most effectual vengeance it could take. The world ought 
to become wiser, ‘and know that a miserable life is the 
acorst punishment of human nature. This is sufficiently 
known to culprits of all degrees. They accustom them- 
selves to look at death in its philosophical light, and 
do not dread it half so much as children do hobgoblins 
and ghosts. If it be said that they fear the consequences 
of guilt in another world, [I answer that the Aigher 
classes donot. They are practical Atheists, and never 
permit any considerations tooverrule their pleasures. Did 
the Bishop of Clogher think of another world, while he 
was indulging his horrible propensities in this ? And ifone 
of the Right Revereud Fathers in God, oue of the especial 
preachers of a resurrection, was so little impressed wilh 
a belief in the doctrines he affected to teach, how is it to 
be expected that the ordinary classes of the great world 
should pay much attention to the doctrine? Let the 
fashionable Sunday card parties, and Sunday musical 
parties, answer the question. Bat this is little to the 
fnwer orders, provided the higher will venture on the 
world: unknown with such credentials. Thanks to the 
Vice Society, it requires some trouble on the part of a 
butcher, or a baker, or dealers in fish and vegetables, 
io get d——d for breaking the Sabbath; but the Vice 
Suctety knows better than to interfere with the amuse- 
ments of gentlemen, who claima right to damn them- 
selves, if they think proper. Pray, then, let no apologies 
be made for the ¢ gentieimen. It has a sneaking scrivener- 
look with it, to apologize ; and it is absolute Ty an bi 
to the memory of a Lord, to say that Le dare not has 
killed himself, if he were not mad. Great folks dare tm 
anything in this workl, and their daring is in general 
with impunity ; ; nor can it be rationally imagined they 
are to be scared by any terror of the next. If the dread 
of retribution be insufficient to prevent their wrong, 
shal] it be expected that they will hesitate to meet ihe 
tribuna's of retribution? No: they will fear lessly brave 
any consequences, after having committed themselves to 
a certain degree. And let them vo, let them brave the 


mandates of the Omnipctent, av d rush upon eternity if 


they will, Earth is too pleased with the removal, to 
question the prepriciy of the means. 
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It is whimsical to perceive the singular conduct of 
great men. The mighty man of Waterloo, to whose 
Aonor the naked monster in the Park has been erected 
by the admiring ladies, his countrywomen, we arenow 
informed, cannot sleep without having his bed-side 
guarded by Bow-street Officers, lest anybody should 
destroy him in his slumber. How different the conduct 
of the Miniséer to that of the Soldier! The one fear- 
lessly destroys himself, as the last refuge of his fears ; 
and the other fears death so much, that he places the 
constable’s staff asa bar to the approach of the grisly 
monarch! low magnanimous! Does the noble vic- 
lim of these ——-—, the bravest of the brave, the gal- 
lant Ny, appear in contrast with these apes of great- 
ness! Neither courting suicide, nor shunning murder, 
but calmly despising the guilt of his murderers, he yield- 
ed up his gallant life with the devotion of a martyr, and 
with the contempt of a hero!  Ilis was a life to be en- 
vied, and a death to be exulted in. And it is thus, that 





ITeaven renders the balance eve: between the oppressors 
and the oppressed: death to the latter has no terrots, 
while life to the former has no joys. 
Thy friend and well-wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 

‘% iintiniailinicaatianatipieeniasaccitiaiailiciiiiaditeiibiliditepiden alias _ 
| TO THE EDITOR. 
SIR, . } 

With nations, as with individuals, there are certain 
| rare and favourable occasions, whieh, promptly seized, lead to 


prosperity and happiness, but neglected, the result 1s eecumula- 
ted misery and despair. Au unforeseen occurrence, has recent- 
jy produced the tragical exit of one of the King’s principal! 
Ministers, who, in ao evil hour. overwhelmed with shame and 
mortification, at the abortion of his vaia aud ambitious pro- 
jects, and dreading the approaching hour of retributive justice, 
put an untimely end to bis wretched existence, Phe chasm 
Jeft by the death of this man, has been sensibly felt by his 
| surviving colleagnes in office, who are busily intriguing to find 
an adequate successor, and patch up a feeble administration. 
At such a. critical juncture, it becomes the real friends of 
liberty to bestir themselves, if they do not wish to see their 
country bound hiand and foet, amd delivered ever to a state 
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of abject slavery, worse than any they have hitherto witnessed 
orendured, Imagine not, Sir, I speak at random, or would 
fill the minds of your readers with idle and visionary alarms. 
Do you not know, Sir, that the Royal Congress of confederated 
Despots, who, after ‘having violated their plighted vows to 
their deluded subjects, have formed an impious and © unholy 
alliance,” to oppose every species of popular Reformation, and 
put dow n the very name, as well as spirit, of Freedom, in every 
part of the civilized world, Are you not aware, Sir, or do 
you require to be told, that they wait but the appointment of 
the late Castlereagh’s s prototype and successor, to issue forth 
their fulminating ‘mavilestoes, and commence their sanguinary 
operations on the borders of Italy and Spain? If there be 
any evil more than another that surprises me, it is 10 see wills 
what listless apathy the people await the progress of public 
affairs, and content themselves with merely asking of each 
other, what empty phantom of a living Statesman, is to fill the 
dead Castlereagh’s vacant place ! Instcad of rouzing themselves 
with becoming energy, and seizing an opportunity so favourable 
to their future prospects, by associating in numerous Constitu- 
tional bodies, and pouring forth their united Addresses and 
remonstrances to the Throne, the whole country seems para- 
lized with the heavy weight of its sufferings, and waiting but to 
kiss the foot of the next haughty and arrogant taskmaster that 
may be set up to oppress and destroy them! Look, Su, 
at the base and degraded state of what was once j Astly deno- 
minated the eulightened and epee British Press? In- 
stead of clie rishing noble and elevated sentiments, couched in 
classical aud dignitied language, and calculated to nourish the 
glowing arc ‘our of patriotism, in every virtuous and manly bosom, 
our public writers appear solicitous only to distinguish them. 
selves by the coarseness and vulgarity of their stile, making 
up'in personal invective, what they want in principle, and 
lending thenelves to become the mere factious leaders ofa 
party, or the active promoters of political dissensions and private 
cabals ! The public is ripe and ready for the reception of any 
well matured and practiceble plan of amelioration, but is in 
want of leaders, in whose honesty and firmness it can safely 
rely inthe hour of difficulty and danger. I much admire the 
spirited proceedings of the York Whig Club, and think that 
Walter Fawkes, Esq. deserves our warmest approbation, for bis 
patriotic conduct. Yet this, Sir, is but a feeble scintiila—a faint 
glimmering of what ought to be done, to throw light and life 
into the pres cent dark and gloomy aspect of our affairs. Where 
is the prond and lofty spirit that formerly auimated our Go- 
dolphins, our Semers, wn our Seldons, and which gave birth 











THE BLACK DWARF. 4? 


¢o the glorious Revolution in 16882 Where are the descen- 
dants of the Russels, the Sidneys, the Cavendishes, and the 
whole of that bright coustellation of political talent, that 
was concentrated and fixed in one ardent and overpowering 
blaze ot excellence, in the person of the late lustrious Charles 
James Fox ? Why do they not come forward with an open 
declaration of their principles, and by their consitutional efforfs 
rescue their country from the grasp of as corrupt and tyranni- 
cal a junto as ever cursed a nation wit their baneful sway ? 
Do we want proof of their incapacity? We see it in their ac- 
knowledged inability to keep together, unless a substitute can 
be found for their departed leader to regulate their councils 
and manage their affairs. Do we doubt their criminality? Let 
the unavenged massacre of the defenceless men, women and 
children at Manchester on the fatal 16th of August—let their 
cruel and vindictive persecution of the late injured and heart-- 
broken Caroline—let their barbarous and unfeeling treatment 
of the suffering Reformers, and numerous other high crimes 
and misdemeanours attest that their measures are full of ini- 
quity, and like the laws of Draco, to be traced only in characters 
of blood! I would willingly suspend my resentment over the 
disfigured corps of my, aud my country’s bitterest enemy; I 
would gladly spare the agonized feelings of the surviving rela- 
tives, and drown the remembrance of bis past misdeeds in the 
jethean waters of oblivion. “ An enemy dead,” exciaims the 
enraged Zanga, “ is an enemy no longer.” But a regard for 
public decency compels me indignantly to ask; by whose au- 
thority so : a violation of the existing laws—so wanton 
a profanatiog of the sacred rites of our religion, and so flagrant 
au insult on the virtuous feelings of the people, by whose autho- 
rity [repeat was ii that the venerable doors of the cloistered 
Abbey at Westminster, were opened, and its solemn stillness 
invaded, to give entrance to the body of a recorded criminal, or 
why those distinguished honours were paid to the deliberate 
self-murderer that were denied to a Living Queen? 

Pardon, Sir, this digression. These reflections in spite of 
myself, will obtrude upon my waking hours and haunt me in 
my midnight dreams. We cannot so easily forget, although 
we may generously forgive, both the wrongs we have suffered, 
aud the guilty perpetrator of those wrongs. 

Yeour’s &e., 


AN IND&GPENDENT BriTon. 
9th Sept. 1822. 
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A NEW SONG, 


Addressed to the Inkabitants of Edinburgh, on his Majesty's 
Visit to that €ity. 





Tune—Carle an’ the King come, 


Sawney, now the King’s come. 
Sawney, now the King’s come, 
Keel and kiss bis gracious bum, 
Sawhney, now the King’ 3 come. 





In Hoiyroodhonse fodge him snug, 
And blarnify his royal Jug, 
Wi’ stuff wad gar a Frenc! Gnan uge.* 
Sawn?y, vow the King’s come. 
Sawney, &ce. | 


Tell him he 3 is great and guid, 
And come o’ Se otish royal bluid, 
Down, like Paddy—lick his fud ; 
Sawney, now the King’s come. 
Sawnev, &e. 
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Tell him he can do nae wrang, 

‘That he’s mighty, high and strang, 

‘Phat you and yours to him belang ; 

Sawney, now ihe King’ s come. 
Sawn ev, &c. 


Swear he’s yust, and chaste and wise 

Praise his portly shape and size, 

Roose his whiskers to the skies ; 

Sawuney, now the King’s come. 
sawney, &c. 


Mak’ your tribe in good black claith, 

Extol tll they rin short 0 breath, 

The great‘ Defender 0” the faith ;” 

Sawney, nowthe King’s come. 
Sawney, &c. 
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Mak’ your Peers o’ high degree, 

Crouching low on bended knee, . 

Greet him wi’ a “ wha wants me,” 

Sawney, now the King’s come, 
Sawney, &c. 


Mak’ your lick-fud Baillie core, 
a’ down behind him—not before 
His great posteriors to adore ; 


Sawney, now the King’s come. 


Sawney, &c. 


F.et his glorious Kingship dine, 
Qn guid sheeps-heads and haggis fine, 
Gi’ e hin whisky ’stead 0’ wine; 
Sawney, now the King’s come. 

Saw: ney, &c. 


Show him a’ your Buildings braw, 

Your Castle, College, Brigs an a’ ; 

Your Jail and Royal forty-twa;* 

Sawney, now the King’s come. 
Sawney, &c. 


And when he rides Auld Reekie througl:. 
‘Fo bless you wi’ a Kingly view, 


Let him smell your gardyloo ;+ 


Sawney, now the King’s come. 
Sawney, &c. 


STRONG HINTS. 


One monster fled, 
Triangle dead! 
Strong hints to rogues in ermine ; 
K gad this isle 
Again may smile, 
When rid of some more vermin! 


RADICALIS. 





* A famous Temple of Cloacina having forty-two Altars. 
+ Whoever does not understand ‘ gardyloo,’ may consult Humphry 


Clinker. 
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THE LATE HONOURABLE CONDUCT OF THE 
RADICALS JUSTIFIED. 


When Mordecai, and Israel’s suff’ring tribes, 
Were made t’ endure the scoffing Courtier’s gibes, 
They cried to Israel’s God for quick relief, 

And Haman’s gallows bore the treach’rous chief. 
‘The retribution just made them rejoice, 

And blameless was their welkin-ringing voice:— 
So Londonderry’s Lord revil’d our cause, 
Abridg’d our rights, conspir’d against our laws ; 
Foul Spies engencder’d, foster’d, and caress'd, 

‘Till dread of Spies alarm’d his raging breast :-~ 
He seiz’d the knife, the Jaws of Heav’n defied, 
And England’s foe lay breathless at our side :— 
How great our triumph! and how just our pride! 


RADIX. 











DEATH OF CASTLEREAGH. 

The Courier told us some time ago that Castlereagh was a very 
religious and pious man; that he wasnot only a true believer ; not 
only filled and movid by the grace vf God! but that he was 
particularly careful to practice piety ; to set an example of pious 
deportment ; to teach others by his example to be pious; that le’ 
was a regular altendant at church; and that at North Cray, 
(where he lived) where the church was a poor, mean, Jittle build- 
ing, he used regularly io 1eceive the sacrament, kneeling down in 
the most humble manner, and, taking the blessed bread and cup, 
cheek by joul with the ‘* poorest of the peor.”—Thus far the Cou- 
rier. Now for Dr. Slop of the Mew Times :—** Self-murder. is 
the strongest proof of infidelity. The soul, unaccustomed to faith 
and religious sanctions, walks in the vain show of this temporal 
life, and forgets that he was ever told ‘ there is aGod! While 
he relies upon the broken reed of worldly honour, riches, or fame, 
his steps are feeble, and hiseye is never lifted up to the only re- 
fuge and strength: his modes of deliverance from evil are the 
chance purposes of his own imagination, and he places his whole 
reliance upon his own fragile strength, and the. weak power of his 
imperfect cunning. The building that he erects for his comfort is 
without basis, and he treads vpon a threshold that totters at his 
approach.” —Pope’s beautifal alliteration about the difficulty of 
** deciding when doctors disagree’ applies here with peculiar force. 
One swears that Castlereagh was a true believer—the other swears 
that he wasan infidel, For, he swears that selfmurder js a proof 
of infidelity, aud we know that Castlereagh : srurdeted himself, 
According to- one, he is in Heaven; accol#® to the furious 
Dr. of the Mew Times, he must be in the inf€ryal segions. We 
wish these Doctors would meet and come to some settlement of 
the point, and set us know what the settlement is, 


—_ 
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